REASONING FROM THE SCRIPTURES

okl Bitls OStudy

Key Verses: Ro 1:1-17

The Birth of Jesus Was and
Is Good News

This was not the birth of just another child. He
came to be Savior of the Jews (Mt 1:21). His
mother recognized her own baby as God her
Savior (Lk 1:47). The angel from heaven
proclaimed the baby of Bethlehem as Savior,
the Christ, God's anointed, the Lord. "For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord " (Lk 2:11). He came to
save the whole world (Jn 4:42). Paul
acknowledges his mission to be that of the
proclamation of the Gospel. "Paul, a servant of
Jesus, called to be an apostle, separated unto
the gospel of God" (Ro 1:1). It is the incarnation
of God which he calls the Gospel.

The news of Jesus' birth was announced
hundreds of years before it occurred. "Which
(this good news) he had promised afore by His
prophets in the holy Scriptures" (Ro 1:2). This
verse constitutes a parenthesis. It was not a
mere historical event, but an accurately
foreknown and predicted one. This attaches
supernatural significance to the event itself and
to the person the event concerns. That the child
Jesus born in Bethlehem of Judea was unique.
Not only was His birth and its place (Mic 5:2)@
foretold, but also His death, His resurrection
and His coming again. This very child later, as a
grown-up adult, made claims about Himself
that were associated to the prophecies about
Himself.

"He that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (Jn
14:9). He claimed preexistence: "Before
Abraham was, | am" (Jn 8:58). He claimed that
He was with God the Father before the world
was even created: "And now O Father, glorify

me with thine own self with the glory which |
had with thee before the world was" (Jn 17:5)”
Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world" (Jn 17:24; see also Col 1:17). He
predicted His own death and said that after
three days He was going to rise from the dead
to meet His disciples on a hill in Galilee (Mk
8:31; Lk 9:22; Mt 26:32). Has there been
another such person, | know not of one!

He Who Was Born in Bethlehem Was the Son
of God. The good news was that the Son of God
became man.". .. The gospel of God (v.1) ...
concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which
was made of the seed of David according to the
flesh" (v. 3). Jesus did not become "the Son of
God" by being born in Bethlehem, for He was
always that. Of Him it is said in Jn 1:18: ". . . the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared Him." A more literal
translation of this verse is "The Son, the only
one, belonging to the same family (monogenés),
who being in the bosom of the Father, He
Himself exegeted Him (or brought Him out of
His hiding place)." The Word (Jn 1:1) has always
been in the bosom of the Father as the Son. His
incarnation was the Son, eternal, infinite as the
Father, become man to explain to us the
character and essence of God, the Father.
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Smooth
Note
Isn't it remarkable how the Lord works:

In Micah 5:2, The word  "from of old," as used of being, is only used as to the Being of God. Here too then there is no ground to stop short of that meaning; and so it declares the eternal "going-forth," or Generation of the Son. The plural, "goings forth," may here be used, either as words of great majesty, "God," "Lord," "Wisdom," (that is, divine (Pr 1:20; 9:1)) are plural; or because the Generation of the Son from the Father is an Eternal Generation, before all time, and now, though not in time, yet in eternity still. As then the prophet saith, "from the days of eternity," although eternity has no parts, nor beginning, nor "from," so he may say "goings forth," to convey, as we can receive it, a continual going-forth. We think of Eternity as unending, continual, time; and so he may have set forth to us the Eternal Act of the "Going Forth" of the Son, as continual acts.



Therefore the good news was that God
became man fo tell us that through His coming
into the world, His life, death and resurrection,
He would offer us salvation.

The prophesied details of His birth: Jesus was
to be born in Bethlehem (Mic 5:2). He was born
of Mary (Mt 1:16), the descendant of David (Mt
1:1,6). Lk 1:27 speaks of Mary as a virgin out of
David's house and not Joseph. It is true, of
course, that the genealogy of Joseph shows (Mt
1:2, etc.) that he, too, was of Davidic descent,
being the legal but not the actual father of
Jesus, which was vital for Jews and Jewish
Christians to know. That is why it is recorded
only in Matthew's Gospel and not in Luke's,
since Luke was writing to the Gentile
Theophilus.

The Holy Spirit was Active in the Incarnation
and the Resurrection. |n Lk 1:35, it was the
Holy Spirit who was to come upon Mary and the
power of the Highest (see Ro 1:4--"with
power"--dunamis, the same word). ". .. The
Spirit of holiness . . ." of Ro 1:4, actually means
the Holy Spirit, completing the Trinity of the
Godhead being the Gospel of God in the
manifestation of the Son as the God-Man. The
word "holiness," hagicestin¢, occurs only three
times (Ro 1:4; 2 Co 7:1; 1 Th 3:13) and means a
holiness that is inherent and not acquired.

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit did not achieve holiness but are
inherently holy due to their essential nature of
Deity. All three personalities of the Godhead
were responsible for the incarnation and for the
resurrection. This also applies to the Gospel of
God in that no man can be saved unless the
Holy Spirit convicts of sin, righteousness and
judgment and of the truth about Christ (Jn

16:8,13,14), Jesus saves him (Ac 4:8-12), and
the Father accepts him (Jn 1:12; Eph 2:18; Lk
5:11-32).

Having said that, | know there are many that
would try and refute the teaching of what has
been labeled as the Trinity, but how can one
read and study the scriptures and not see that
teaching or doctrine is all there. The main
reason why even some folks that call
themselves Christian would deny the simplicity
of this teaching is obvious. You see, if they
subscribe to the Trinity teaching then they
would in essence be saying that Jesus Christ is
God.

And that (I believe) is where their problem is.
Scriptures says that there is only one God, and
that is true (Deu. 6:4). So how then can Jesus,
the Holy Spirit and God be God; well because
the Bible said so, the three (Tri) are co-equal in
all they say and do (Mat. 28:19) They are One
(unity) in essence, thus we have the teaching of
the Trinity. And if that word is unsettling than
how about The Godhead.

So, after reading and studying all the biblical
references in this ‘WBS’, (though not
conclusive), one should very easily come to the
same conclusion, (God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit) Or better yet, consider
Jesus’ words on the topic of Incarnation:

"Lord," said Philip, "show us the Father, and
that's enough for us."Jesus said to him, "Have |

been among you all this time without your
knowing Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me

has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us

the Father'? Don't you believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in Me?

Amen and Amen
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Now, you can't get any plainer than that, its like if you and I were standing in the same room and you keep calling my name as though you can't see me, and I say to you - "Have I been standing next to you all this time and you mean to tell me you didn't notice it was me"


